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A huge thank you for all that you donated for the foodbank appeal – you did the pre-school proud!!
Play and Learning Highlights:  
The children have greatly enjoyed the Santa’s Workshop role play area where they have been able to share stories in the cosy igloo, create presents from junk modelling and (the most favoured activity of all) wrap up items to their hearts content! They have had to work out if they had cut a large enough piece of paper to wrap their presents, use their fine motor skills to cut the paper and masking tape, and also practiced mark making with the labels they have written.   It has also inspired lots of Santa and elf role play. 
The opportunity of using large sizes of wrapping paper has also provoked lots of ‘Frozen’ singing and superhero role play with many children choosing to find ways of attaching the paper to themselves to act as a cloak or gown.  This has been another great opportunity for developing problem solving skills – a skill which is so important throughout life (whatever our age!).  
Mark making has been a general theme this week, with lots of finger drawing in the foam in the  builders tray (plus exploring colour mixing with food colouring dropped into it) and chalking outside in the playground (where writing signs on the floor telling others what to do is a frequently observed activity).  We have also introduced a new part to our snack time where the children have to ‘order’ their milk or water by making a mark in the correct column on the order board. The children are then counting the marks to tell the adult how many cups of milk or water are needed.  
Out & About sessions: We have had some lovely sessions at the beach (both little and big), where we have been using the natural resources found on the beach to decorate sand Christmas trees. The children described what resources they found and what they wanted it to be using the words bauble, tinsel, decoration. 
 The actions of the diggers have continued to be a fascination for many of the children and a perfect opportunity for language development about what they could see happening (bucket changes and items being lifted by the crane). We even found tractor/digger tracks on the big beach to run along and there was lots of conversation about what they might have been doing there!
Sounds and Letters/language focus:
‘S’ has been the focus sound and letter this week, with the children playing games developing their ability to recognise it and moving along large ‘S’ masking tape letters on the floor, whilst saying the phrase ‘slither down the snake’.  The children have also had to solve a Santa problem where two stockings of presents have become muddled. The children had to sort them according to the sound they began with (‘r’ for Robin’s presents and ‘t’ for Tom’s).  
Louise has been practising the Christmas songs with the Starfish, encouraging the children to join in and finish the end of the line she is singing.  They have also been practising beating instruments to the rhythm of the song. 
Ideas to support your child at home:  
· If you have any spare wrapping paper at home let your child use it for pretend wrapping of presents, maybe using a large sock as a stocking, to inspire Santa role play.  If your child is one of the younger members of pre-school, encourage them to say what each present is and who it is for.  The older children could pretend to write labels on the present – they will usually make a few marks (lines and squiggles – don’t expect any readable letters at this stage).  Encourage them to say what they have written, so they feel that the marks they have made have a purpose – a really important concept for young children to grasp. 
