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*Our wonder words this week have been: beat, rhythm, traditional *
Play and Learning Highlights:  
There has been lots of ‘boogie-ing’ at preschool this week as we’ve danced our way around the world!  The children have taken part in lots of dance sessions where we have moved our bodies to the rhythm of different music from around the world, using material and instruments to add to our dancing.  We have watched the ‘Adumu Aigus’  (or ‘Jumping’ dance as we named it) performed by the Maasai tribes in Kenya and the ‘Haka’ from New Zealand. The children (and staff!) had great fun trying these out. We were amazed by the children’s ability to take on board the movements and the significance of them.   
Many children have been developing their collaborative working skills by building the Great Wall of China in our builder’s tray. This was an activity that the children chose as a challenge and it has been great to see their interest and enthusiasm in doing this, whilst developing their awareness of the world around them. 
We have been exploring how pipettes work this week, a fantastic resource which we have just purchased. The children have built up finger muscle strength (essential for being able to hold a pen correctly), investigated how to get water into the tubes and explored the effects of coloured water being dropped onto kitchen towel. There were lots of ‘oohs and ahhs’ as they dropped different colours onto their paper, plus some super observations about the effects of dropping too much water on to them (colourful rain drops!). 
The smell of pineapple muffins filled the air on Tuesday! This week’s baking buddies worked together to measure, mix and scoop the ingredients to create enough muffins for all of their Tuesday friends. Delicious! 

[image: ]Out & About sessions: Monday’s children went exploring in our newly discovered area of Illogan woods. They spent the session collecting and using sticks to make letters from their names, plus having fun climbing, balancing and co-operating with friends to make the ‘see saw’ work. 
On Wednesday we wrapped up warm and braved the cold to take part in some physical challenges at Greenfield Gardens. We also practiced our counting and number problem solving skills and had lots (and lots!) of fun rolling down hills and jumping off steps.  

 Sounds and Letters/language focus:


This week the Flying Fish children have learnt the letters ‘t’ and ‘i’, playing games to help them identify those letters as the initial sound in words. 
The Starfish have focused on the story of ‘Handa’s Surprise’, predicting the events of the story and describing what they can see happening in the pictures. They have also been able to taste the fruit from the story, developing their vocabulary in describing the taste and feel of it, plus developing our ‘being brave’ skills in trying new flavours and textures. 

 Ideas to support your child at home: 

· Flying Fish children – we have now covered the letter sounds s,a,t,p,i,m. Draw your child’s attention to these letters when you see them in signs and labels, reminding them of the sound they make.  Do not expect your child to know them instantly or feel that this is something they should be able to do. At this stage of their development it is best to teach phonic skills in a ‘drip, drip, drip’ approach, ‘as and when’ and in a fun and relaxed manner.  You’ll be amazed at what little people’s brains will soak up without you even realising! 

· Starfish children – Tell your child they can choose any fruit or vegetable they want at the supermarket this week. Encourage them to be brave and try something they haven’t had before. Let them see you chop it up, and allow them to feel it, squeeze it and taste it. Model words to describe the texture, taste and smell and give lots of praise if they are brave and actually eat some! 
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