Play & Learning Newsletter
28th Feb – 4th March 2022Pancakes, mix, whisk, ingredients, sprinkle, measure, toppings, frying pan

Wonder words to use with your child:  



This week we have made the most of one of our favourite days of the year – Pancake Day!  It is always a day that little children hold dear and provokes lots of talk about favourite toppings, how they get made and parental cooking antics whilst making them!  On he actual day the whole pre-school crew worked as a team to make the batter for them and then took in in turns to watch Jannah cook them – and flip them!  We then all sat down to a Pancake Party and enjoyed a choice of banana, raspberries or lemon (or all 3!) on them.  Very happy children!  There has been lots of pancake making in the home corner with the addition of dry sand which has been perfect for whisking and pouring and lots of different shaped pancake making with the playdough.  
We always love to incorporate a story into our week’s learning and this week we used The Runaway Pancake as a perfect opportunity for oral storytelling using props. The children have been retelling it themselves using animal and pancake props and have even created their own versions using their little photo versions of themselves which they have loved doing. 
The Starfish have been practising their number skills whilst singing the 5 Crispy Pancakes song, developing their finger muscle strength whilst representing numbers with their fingers.  This has been a good activity for developing their subitising skills as well. 
Flipping pancakes is always a fun challenge! It is also very good for developing the children’s shoulder and wrist strength which are essential for being able to eventually hold a pen. The children have had the extra challenge of having to walk along a plank whilst doing it – requiring lots of concentration and co-ordination!
Other highlights this week have included observing the frogspawn from Rebekah’s garden, lots of water play in the Rock Pool Area (the pipettes have been a very favoured item to explore the use of), tall wall drawing whilst climbing up stools and step ladders and lots of colour mixing in the rain.  

 Sounds and Letters/language focus:  The Flying Fish have been introduced to the letter sound ‘n’ – a long sound that when made correctly makes our noses tingle!  We have used the sound box to explore items that begin with this sound and have listened for it at the end of words as well – all tricky thinks for little ears to identify but the Flying Fish are working well with this.


The 5 Crispy pancake song has supported the Starfish’s listening skills. 

[image: ] Out & About sessions: 
On Thursday we managed an Out & About to the Little beach with all the Flying Fish children who were attending that morning – 11 in total! It is a testament to how sensible the children are that we could trust them in an outing with 11 of them – their sense of road safety and awareness of what is around them has developed so well over these past few months.  We had lots of fun engaging in activities which supported our gross and fine motor skills with a gigantic elastic band, the parachute and paintbrushes.  

	Ideas to support your child at home:   
Pancakes are an ideal food that children can help make, needing so few ingredients and an easy method, even really young children can help in the preparation of them.  Cracking eggs, pouring milk and whisking mixtures are great exercises for supporting their finger, wrist and elbow pivots – all essential if you want them to be able to hold a pen correctly.  
The Starfish might want to share the 5 Crispy pancake song as well! 
5 crispy pancakes in the frying pan,
Flip them, toss them and catch them if you can. 
Along came (name of child) for a pancake one day, 
Sprinkled it with sugar and took it away. 
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