Play and Learning Newsletter for 17th – 21st  October 2022Autumn, rustle, scrunch, collecting, decompose, treasure
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Wonder words to use with your child: 
                                                                

Play and Learning Highlights:  
 We have embraced Autumn this week and made the most of beautiful autumn leaves that are falling from the trees in abundance at the moment!  The children have been exploring autumn treasure boxes full of conkers, acorns, horse chestnuts, beech nuts and autumn leaves in varying shades. Whilst exploring the contents of the boxes the children have been developing and extending their language skills, learning new vocabulary and sharing their observations. The Flying Fish have been spotting ‘summer’ leaves and noticing the difference between those and ‘autumn’ leaves, encouraging their observation skills by noticing the changes in colours and at what part of the process the leaf must be at.  Lots of lovely describing talk whilst also extending their understanding of this part of natural world. 
Our ‘5 Autumn Leaves’ song has been great for supporting subitising practice and developing awareness of what ‘1 less’ means whilst also developing their finger muscle strength as they try to work out how to hold up the correct number of fingers. They all love the ‘ooooooo’ part of the song and happily copy this speech sound – an important skill in supporting their articulation of speech sounds. 
The addition of real vegetables, apples, scales and a till in the home corner has led to lots of shop play plus pretend cooking with the food. The children have been naming parsnips, cabbage, butternut squash but the favourite items have been the variety of mini and big pumpkins. The weight of them has been something that they have been particularly interested in and we have spent time weighing them on the scales and looking at the numbers that the dial is pointing at plus seeing how many we can carry (which has been very amusing to watch 😊). Ideal opportunities for heavy/light vocab plus inspiring the children to challenge themselves!  
And, finally, our quest for a marble run to have in the water tray has proved a great resource! The problem solving and critical thinking that we have seen through the children exploring this has been wonderful to see – once they got over the fact that there were no marbles to use! 
 [image: ]Out & About sessions:  Lovely sessions at Illogan Woods, in the sunshine (mostly!), to hunt for autumn treasure this week.   Before we left, we read the story The Wild Woods by Simon James – a super story which depicts a little girl and her grandfather’s trip to the woods one day – with a squirrel in tow.  So, of course, the pre-school crew were very keen to find their own squirrel! Unfortunately, we weren’t so lucky – but one group did find a friendly cat that joined them for the session!   Leaf hunting and identifying were also part of the fun, plus challenging themselves to bouncing and balancing along a long tree trunk that we found. It was great to see their self-confidence developing as they mastered how to do it. 

 Sounds and Letters/language focus:    


The Starfish have been using the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt to encourage joining in with the repeating words and phrases.  They have also been enjoying exploring the autumn treasure boxes and developing their vocabulary.
The Flying Fish have been playing syllable games with autumn treasures, different types of houses and photos of the pre-school crew. This is where we say the name of the item whilst clapping out the syllables in it. This helps them ‘tune into’ how words are made up of different parts and also supports their pronunciation of the words. 

Ideas to support your child at home:
 *    Enjoy collecting treasure to fill your Autumn Treasure bags! Talk to your chid about the things they have put in their bags, supporting their language by modelling new words to describe or name things.   Don’t forget to bring them back to pre-school as we will be using the treasure!   Have a lovely half term  
                                          [image: Leaves of different colors on wood cut]
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