Play & Learning Newsletter
14th  – 18th  November
Nursery Rhymes to sing with your child:  Twinkle,Twinkle Little Star, Pussy cat, Pussy Cat where have you been? BINGO. 5 Little Speckled Fogs, Two Little Dicky Birds  
This week has been all about nursery rhymes – to run in line with World Nursery Rhyme week which takes place every year in November. This is an initiative which aims to highlight the importance and benefits of young children learning nursery rhymes.  Research has proven that if a child knows 8 nursery rhymes off by heart by the time they are 4 years old then they are usually among the best readers and spellers in their class by the time they are 8 years old. Such a simple thing to do for parents and educators alike but so beneficial! 
Every year there are 5 nursery rhymes chosen to focus on and this year we tweaked the choice a little so that they would link to our Snuggledown story of Room on the Broom. The ones we have focused on are listed at the top of the page – old favourites with some less familiar ones mixed in.  The children have enjoyed learning ‘Pussy Cat, Pussy cat, where have you been?’ as this has been one that not many have known. We have used the song to focus on positional language and the children have been thinking of different places that the cat could frightened the mouse.  BINGO the dog has been a particular favourite as it has such a good rhythm. The children have been learning a dance to go with it which has involved memory and coordination – great for little brains development.  
We have also had Incey Wincey Spider in our water tray in the Rock Pool area with the children building drain pipe systems for the spiders to be washed down. Star creations with playdough and Speckled Frog play in the sand tray. Our Baking Buddies worked very hard to make and bake enough vegan star biscuits for all of the children to have one at Snuggledown. They certainly seemed to enjoy them!  However, the children’s interest has been most piqued by the ‘mystery’ of how the birds disappear and the re-appear in the song Two Little Dickie Birds. The children have been fascinated by it and the older ones have loved finding out how to do the trick (ask them to show you at home!). The littler children have been completely befuddled by it though! .  We will try to film a little video of it next week so you can see the song and trick in action – just in case you don’t know it yourself! 
 Sounds and Letters/language focus:  Rhyming has obviously been the name of the game this week as well as lots of singing and play with words around the nursery rhymes that we are focusing on.  The Flying Fish children’s ears are becoming really good at noticing subtle differences in words whilst rhyming which is one of the skills that they need to be able to use phonic knowledge later on at school when reading and spelling.  


The Starfish have loved the nursery rhyme focus and are becoming more confident in their renditions of them. 😊 


[image: ] Out & About sessions: This week the Flying Fish children had their first taste of life at ‘Big School’ when we visited the outdoor classroom at Portreath School. This was a great experience for the children as it gives them that beginning grasp of what big school is all about. We always get to see the big children come and play in the playground which the Flying Fish find fascinating. Many of them like to sit and watch the big children play which helps them get use to the noise and movement in the playground – something which can be a little overwhelming for little people.  
 
Ideas to support your child at home:       
	It would be great if you could sing the rhymes that we have been using this week at home with your child, as it will add a few more into their ‘bank’ of nursery rhymes which will hugely support their phonic skills. 
The songs were: 
Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat, Where have you been?
5 Little Speckled Frogs sat on a speckled log
BINGO the Dog
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Two Little Dickies Bird
We will try to put them on to facebook so that you can hear what they sound like if there are some that you are not so familiar with.  Googling videos of them is also a good way to listen to the tune. 



image4.jpeg




image5.png




image1.png




image2.png




image3.jpeg




