Play & Learning Newsletter
27th – 31st March 2023Easter, chick, celebrate, easter bunny, hidden, hunt


Wonder words to use with your child:  



This week we have used the children’s interest in Easter to have a specific focus on developing subitising skills with the children.  The children are all at different stages of this important mathematical skill and practice really helps to build up their confidence with it.  The Starfish children have been playing lots of different games using easter resources to practice instantly spotting quantities of 1,2, and 3, rather than counting them.  The Flying Fish have now built up to using their subitising skills and recognising different ways of how ‘5’ can be made up.   We have been amazed at how confidently they are doing this now.  Having a strong understanding of how 5 can be made will then lead into understanding how 10 can be made (the number bonds of 10) – which is one of the concepts that the children learn in Reception.  Great skills to support future learning!   We have also had an easter egg hunt out in the garden, (developing their understanding of positional language as they explain where they found them hidden), and pattern creating when decorating large templates of eggs on the painting table. 

 Sounds and Letters/language focus:  The Flying Fish have continued to work on their ‘blending’ skills this week with Metal Mike and also a bingo game.  The Starfish have been singing Easter songs and listening carefully to the words so that they knew which actions to do.  



[image: ] Out & About sessions: 
We only managed one out and about this week due to the weather and staffing. The children explored the little beach with magnifying glasses and binoculars, looking for little creatures and treasures.
	Ideas to support your child at home:   
Have lovely easter hols with your children!  They may enjoy sharing these songs with you!
The Easter bunny is running, running, running, 
The Easter bunny is running, 
He’s looking for easter eggs.

Now his whiskers are twitching, twitching, twitching (as for first verse)
Now his nose if sniffing, sniffing, sniffing (as for first verse)
Now his ears are listening (as for first verse)
Now his eyes are looking (as for first verse)

The easter bunny is running, running, running, 
The Easter Bunny is running, 
He’s found his Easter eggs – YES!

5 Little Chicks (To the tune of 5 currant buns in the bakers shop)
5 little chicks in an easter nest, soft and fluffy and having a rest. 
One woke up and went CHEEP, CHEEP, CHEEP. 
Now there are 4 having a rest. 
(And continue with 3, 2, 1 and 0).
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