Play & Learning Newsletter
7th - 10th May 2024Beanstalk, growing, fee-fi-fo-fum, castle, gigantic, tumbled



Wonder words to use with your child:  

This week we have focused on the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.  We have told the children the story using props as well as or instead of a book (something that they all sat and listened to completely transfixed!) and have also been sharing other versions and talking about the fact that this story has lots of different endings.  
Beanstalks continued to fuel our maths development with lots of number track games being played this week, focusing on developing the understanding of stopping counting when you get to specific number and how to move along a number track when you have a set number of jumps to make.  It was very interesting to observe the different levels of understanding with regards to this and it is something that we will be providing lots of opportunities for over the next half term.  We’ve even devised a beanstalk song to help with this skill!
We have also been using the story as starting point for thinking about what plants need to grow and how they change and develop. The children have all planted beans and are avidly watching for signs of change, we will keep you updated on their progress! The sunflowers have started to germinate which has been exciting. This ties in perfectly with planting in our allotment and we can’t wait to go back and see if things have started to grow yet.
Other highlights this week have been ball painting on the creative table, seeded playdough in the kitchen area, Various cereals in the sensory tray with the castle and knights and sand with small world people, dinosaurs and bricks in the rock pool area. We have increased our loose parts both inside and out and these items have been very popular, enabling children to use them in many ways and take their play in many directions.
Sounds and Letters/language focus:  The flying Fish have been recognising some letters and practising correct formation of those letters by writing them on each other’s back. They have also been rearranging letters into the correct order to spell their names correctly. We have also used a phoneme frame to blend letter sounds together that we have learnt to make a word in a game show style. The children won every time. 


The Starfish have enjoyed singing and dancing to the ‘climbing the beanstalk’ song, as well as beating instruments to the beat of the song. Some children were introduced to the silly soup rhyming game also.
[image: ] Out & About sessions: This week we took a group of children to Portreath school to play in the outdoor learning bark area. We were lucky to see Mrs Forsdick on our way in. The children loved exploring the area and also enjoyed all the children coming out to play. It’s a great way for them to start getting used to being in a school environment while having lots of fun. We will have many more trips there in the next few months.

Ideas to support your child at home:   
Get planting!  The children are loving watching the seeds that we have planted start to come up and change – it always sparks interest in them and lots of excitement. Try planting some things at home – you don’t need to buy any seeds, just use the seeds inside fruit and vegetables.  You can use empty toilet rolls for pots  - just cut the bottom into three and bend them inwards.  
Board games – Board games are not as popular as they once use to be which is shame as they are an excellent way of developing children’s understanding of moving forwards and backwards along a number line. You’d be surprised with how many children find it hard to grasp the ‘move 5 jumps along’ type of instruction, thinking that they need to land on the numeral 5.  
If you don’t have any board games at home it’s really simple to make one by just drawing out a long, snake like, track and dividing it into sections with numbers in. You just need a dice and something to use for counters.  Maybe your child can decide what will be at the end of the track, or what will happen when you get to the end. With very young children just go up to 5, and use a number dice with 1 and 2 spots only.  
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